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                                                        Now from Our Director – Michael Scott 
     Greetings to everyone and hope everybody is off to a good and healthy start in 2021.  As a board 
     we made the decision not to have our Chamber of Commerce banquet that was scheduled for 
     January 14, 2021.  We have rescheduled our speaker Holly Hoffman for January 13, 2022.  For you 
     that may not know who she is, she was a past contestant on Survivor and now is a motivational 
     speaker.  Our theme will be survivor and hopefully, Covid-19 will be on its way to being 
     controlled.  We wanted to make sure we honored some of the great people we have in Winner. 
     We have the presentations and photos in this newsletter.  Volunteer of the Year: Judy Wilcox, 
     Employee of the Year: Evelyn Mahoney, Achievement Award: Doug Long, Business of the Year: 
     El Tapatio, Farm & Ranch Family: The Heath Ranch.  Congratulations to everyone, you are well  
     deserved of this recognition. 
 
     I am working on plans for this upcoming year.  I do have a question for everyone, is there a topic 
     that you would like more information or a training to help with your business.  I am currently 
     looking into a training boot camp on the better use of Facebook and social media for your 
     business.  Please let me know if you would be interested in training on Facebook or if there is 
     another topic you would be interested in. 
 
     Please stop in, call me at 842-1533, or email me at thechamber@gwtc.net. 
 
     Michael Scott 
     Executive Director 
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Chamber of Commerce 2020 People of the Year 

 
Achievement Award 2020 

Doug Long 

  
     Doug Long graduated from WHS in 1968.  After graduation, he attended USD and 
     National College of Business.  He served 6 years with the Army National Guard 730th 
     Medical Company after college.  Doug served 43 years in the field of finance.  Doug 
     retired after 23 ½ years at BankWest serving as Branch President.  Doug has been 
     very involved in the community serving as President of Rotary, President of Winner 
      Regional healthcare Foundation, and President of Chamber of Commerce, served on 
     the Board of Directors of South-Central Development Corporation, Winner School 
     Board, City Planning Commission, Izaak Walton, Jaycees and Pheasants Forever.  He is 
     a member of the Quarterback Club, Winner Community Playhouse, Legion Club, 
     Methodist Church, Ducks Unlimited, Rocky Mountain Elks Foundation, and Turkey  
     Federation.  He also has been a member of the football chain gang for many years, 
     timer at 4H rodeos and has volunteered at many track meets.  He has received the 
     Distinguished Service Medal for his part in the Rapid City Flood, soldier of the year, 
     Charles Burke Community Leadership award, Bill Pistulka Friend of Athletic award, 
     and inducted into the Winner Hall of Fame in 2015.  Together with his wife Barb they 
     received the Quarterback member of the year award.  Doug is married to Barb and 
     has 4 children: Troy, Jamie, Collin, and Ashley. 

 



    

Business of the Year 2020 
El Tapatio Mexican Restaurant 

Efrain & Christopher Lopez 

 
     Looking back at 2020 and the many challenges Covid-19 created, this business was 
     able to meet these challenges head on and find ways to thrive.  Three years ago 
     Efrain along with his wife, young family, and brother, Christopher moved to Winner 
     and bought the Winner Bowling Alley.  Their vision was to open their first Mexican 
     restaurant.  Efrain and Christopher began by cleaning, decorating, painting, new 
     flooring and even adding windows.  Over the past three years they have been able to 
     build their reputation on excellent food and great service.  In addition to a diverse 
     menu, his staff will be glad to serenade and even a little whip cream for anyone that 
     would like to celebrate their birthday at El Tapatio.  Since opening their restaurant in 
     Winner they have expanded by opening a restaurant in Chamberlain and most 
     recently in Belle Fourche, SD.  Efrain and Christopher have worked hard at meeting 
     the needs of our community from expanding take out services during 2020, to  
     scheduling an occasional bowling party.  Efrain and Christopher have been great 
     community supporters helping sponsor many community events.  Thank you Efrain, 
     Christopher, your families, and your employees for all that you do to make Winner 
     a stronger and better community. 

   



      
   

Volunteer of the Year 2020 
Judy Wilcox 

 
     Judy stays busy helping out in many different ways.  July takes a lot of pride in  
     everything she does from keeping the new Legion Club spotless to making poppies. 
     She is involved in helping people in our community and especially our veterans.  It is 
     hard to list everything Judy has been involved with, some of the things she does is  
     mow several lawns for veterans, and in the winter will clean off driveways when a  
     veteran needs a helping hand.  She is currently organizing goodie bags to give 
     to veterans that currently live at the Golden Prairie Manor, Elder Inn, and the Winner 
     Regional Nursing Home.  Judy also takes time out to drive veterans as needed to 
     doctor’s appointments in Winner, Gregory and even Sturgis.  In addition to her 
     efforts in helping our veterans she is busy organizing suppers for the Honor Guards, 
     organizing luncheons, soup suppers, organizing cake and ice cream for the thrift 
     store volunteers.  If Judy is not lending a helping hand or organizing an event, she is 
     involved with the Ladies Auxiliary, currently secretary and treasurer.  Judy is 
     responsible for keeping up with state updates and she is in charge of the yearly 
     renewal forms.  Judy helps with the Trunk or Treat at the Methodist Church 
     donating candy to the event.  In her spare time you can also see her working the 
     gates during baseball season.  This is just some of what Judy has done and the 
     people she has helped.  This honor is well deserved, and Winner is a much better 
     place with people like Judy. 



 

Farm & Ranch Family of the Year 2020 
Heath Family 

      
     The Heath name has run deep and long in Tripp County from the time of homestead 
     days.  This year the Farm and Ranch Family of the Year is Roger & Janell Heath and  
     Justin & Shelley Heath. 
 
     Roger is the son of Clarence & Frieda Heath, and it was Clarence’s father, Ervin, that 
     first laid a stake in the southern Tripp County.  Roger grew up on a farm located in 
     Lake township.  He wed his high school sweetheart, Janell, daughter of Gus & Orene 
     Weidner.  For the four years of their marriage, they lived in a small trailer house on 
     Clarence & Frieda’s place.  While living here, they added two sons, Brett & Kevin. 
     Roger and Janell had seen there was some land for sale east of Colome.  They were 
     able to purchase the Jerry & Emma Spinar farm. 
 
     Roger and Janell made their home on the property for nearly 30 years.  Within the 30 
     year time frame, they wintered several storms that were not easy to go through with 
     smaller equipment of the time.  They learned they had to be diversified in order to 
     make ends meet as they saw markets rise and fall as seasons passed.  Along with 
     farming the ground, Janell taught school.  When times were hard to make ends meet, 
     milking seemed to be the solution to bring in monthly cash flow. 
 
     The dairy cows were a main stable to the farm as they raised their 4 children.  Brett, 
     Kevin, Justin, and Marti were all vital parts to keeping everything moving as they 
     raised some beef cattle, bucket calves and milked.  In between taking care of the 
     land, they made time for sporting activities and church was a mainstay, and a way to 
     reset for the hard week of work ahead. 
 



  
     As their children grew out of the house, the younger of the two, Justin and Marti  
     would take care of the harder work, and Roger worked in town at Vicki’s gas 
     station and later at the Colome Feedstore.  Roger delivered many tons of feed to all 
     the ranchers and can draw you a map in his head of Tripp County. 
 
     Justin’s love for the land and cattle grew in his teenage years.  One incident that 
     inspired him was his mom leaving him in charge of over 70 head of bucket calves. 
     She may have made a few deals with him that if he kept them alive, he could get 
     some money for it.  He became very skilled at bringing a dead calf back to life. 
 
     Lennie Steffen was an important part of shaping Justin’s love for horses and cowboy 
     work.  Many hours have been spent in a saddle looking for lost critters, doctoring the 
     sick and moving cattle from pastures to winter grazing. 
 
 
     He knew that college was not meant for him, and after graduating from Colome in 
     1993, he went to work for Vernie & Jean VanEpps in Springview, Nebraska.  He 
     worked on their large ranch, living the dream of sleepless nights from checking in  
     blizzards to pairing our cattle for pastures and putting up meadow hay. 
 
     In 1995, the timing was right to bring his roots back to Colome and help his parents 
     while building his own cattle herd.  In July of 1996, he married his high school 
     sweetheart Shelley Horstman, from Mills, Nebraska.  She graduated from Keya Paha 
     County High School in 1993 and attended Norfolk Community College and earned an 
     Associate of Arts degree in Journalism.  For the first couple of years, Justin and 
     Shelley had milk cows and would share milking with Roger and Janell. 
 
     Being young newlyweds, they had little to start with.  Truth be told, they had no 
     electricity or water in the shabby trailer house when they moved in.  Electricity came 
     two days later, but running water came 3 weeks later.  They were blessed to put 
     their trailer on his Uncle Charley and Aunt Judi Vobr’s land in Stewart Township. 
     This was the old Jerry and Clara Shea place.  The beautiful red barn still stands along 
     with another outbuilding. 
 
     Even though it was not in the original plan, they were able to purchase the Vobr 
     ground in 2003.  Justin worked for his Uncle Lee’s feedlot for a few years until he had 
     enough established to stay busy and make ends meet.  Shelley had started her own 
     photography studio in 1999.  It proved it was time to build a small studio close to 
     their trailer house as she became quite busy with Rosebud Photos going out of 
     business.  She named her studio, Prairie Portraits, Inc. 
 
 



  
    Along with growing their cattle herd and starting a studio, they also built a family of 
     Wiley, 21, Saydee, 17, Bromley, 15, Seth, 13, and Jakob, 9. 
 
     Balancing daily work of farming and ranching became easier over time as their 
     children have become an integral part of each day.  Wiley and Saydee will tell stories 
     of having to feed bucket calves before getting on the school bus when they were 
     in grade school. 
 
     In 2000, Roger and Janell moved from the Spinar land and started a simple home life  
     just one mile south of the Calvary Chapel.  They enjoy gardening and their chickens, 
     and Janell cannot resist raising a few bucket calves.  Roger is the helper of the 
     neighborhood, and when a neighbor needs help, his is on his way. 
 
     The Spinar land was sold two times, before Justin and Shelley were able to purchase 
     the land back.  “It feels good to have the homeplace back, all the memories were 
    great but having the land and knowing that our children have some heritage means 
 
 
     the world,” said Shelley.  Roger and Janell are vital to the farming and ranching in so 
     many small ways, even though they are retired.  When a part is needed, thistles need 
     chopped, someone to watch the highway while moving cattle or moving equipment, 
     grandma and grandpa are just a phone call away. 
 
     In 2010, with some unplanned house situations, they moved in with Roger and Janell 
     for a few weeks.  Due to mold in the trailer house and unsafe living conditions, life 
     was upturned, until the community pulled together to help them live in the barn in a 
     matter of days.  The “barnhouse” became home for 15 months until their new house 
     was built. 
 
     “You know you are loved when so many people drop everything to help you.  We 
     were humbled and grateful for everyone’s part in making the barn a livable place”, 
     said Shelley.  “truth be told, it was hard to move out of the barnhouse because we 
     were healthy and happy, and that’s when Jakob joined the family.  There are so 
     many fond memories of living in the barnhouse.  The bucket lambs were right by the 
     bathroom wall, the heifers were calving in one half while we lived in the other.  All 
     the kids were in one bedroom.  There was a hydrant by our bed.  It was a simple 
     living arrangement that bonded us even more”, Shelley added. 
 
     Justin loves that his kids can work beside him.  Everyone that farms and ranches 
     knows there are profitable times and not so profitable times, it is being able to adjust 
     as markets change and hoping you make the right decisions.  Having his kids work 
 



 
     with him, and teaching them great work ethic is one of the most rewarding things 
     that go with being a ranching family.  All of the kids truly love the ranch life, they love 
     the open space and can appreciate the hard work. 
 
     The best time of year for the Heaths, is spring.  Spring brings new hope, new life, and 
     each year they are reminded of all the beautiful creations that God has made. 
     watching a baby calf be born, will always be an amazing sight, seeing the natural 
     instincts come to life as the newborns learn how to stand and suckle. 
 
     Just as Roger and Janell diversified their farming, Justin has added being an ABS 
     Representative and Liquid Nitrogen Farm Site Delivery, takes in cows to calve and 
     does some backgrounding on a year-to-year basis. 
 
     “I love to work with my family”, said Justin.  Raising cattle and making good horses 
     are rewarding.  Justin and Shelley have been in charge of the High School Rodeo 
     Team since 2015.  They  both love working with kids and seeing success from hard 
     work.  They also help with the Winner Regional HS Rodeo in June. 
 
 
 
     Justin currently serves on two boards, the Calvary Chapel, and the Colome School 
     Board.  In the past he has been on the Township Board. 
 
     The Heath family enjoys doing things for the community as Justin helps kids learn  
     rodeo skills and Shelley helps with basketball.  Shelley is a former 4-H leader for the 
     Lariat Loopers.  Their kids loved 4-H and all the activities that it provided, but as high 
     school years started; decisions had to be made as there are too many options for kids 
     now days.  The kids continue to 4-H Rodeo. 
 
     Shelley continues to stay busy with the studio work and works appointments around 
     the kids’ activities of rodeo, football, and basketball.  She enjoys being part of their 
     activities and helping when help is needed.  With changing times and digital 
     photographers quite common, it changes the dynamics of business, but she loves 
     going to schools and working with the students and still finds time to do some family 
     and children’s sessions.  Her office is now located in their home and all sessions 
     take place either on location or at the original studio site. 
 
     Wiley graduated in 2017 from CHS, attended MTI for Electrical and works for YES, LLC 
     in Watford City, SD as an apprentice electrician.  Saydee is a senior at CHS and 
     intends on attending USF and majoring in Business Administration/Accounting. 
     Bromley is a freshman and enjoys school and his friends.  Seth, has the same love for 
 



 
     the land as his dad, and is a 7th grader, and Jakob is a third grader and loves all sports 
     and has his two bucket calves and chicken chores. 
 
     “Living the farm and ranch life has given us the opportunity to make some really neat 
     kids”, said Shelley.  “Our entire family is humbled to be chosen for such an award.” 
     They love to have cousins come over and help.  One of the best days of the year for 
     Justin is branding day. 
          
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

AND NOW JUST A FEW  
 

S 

 
 

Its that time of year again!  Time to pay your Annual Dues 
 
 

Cracker Barrel on Saturday, February 6, 2021 at 1:00pm with: 
 

Representative Caleb Finck 
Representative Rocky Blare 

South Dakota State Senator Erin Tobin 
 

 
 

Please Join Us For The Annual 
 

Breakfast at the Capital 
 

On Wednesday, February 10 
 

We will be leaving at 6:00am and will return by 12 noon 
 

We will be serving Donuts, Fruit Cups, Water, and Coffee 
 

To the Legislators 
 

Please RSVP by Tuesday, February 9 
 

Thank you!  
 
 



 
      

 
Tripp County Office of Economic Development 

South Central Development Corporation 
Michael Scott Executive Director 

 
 
 

*****NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRANTS FOR BUSINESSES***** 
 

     Rural Energy for America Program Renewable Energy Systems & Energy Efficiency 
     Improvement Guaranteed Loans & Grants in South Dakota. 
 

FMI go to the link listed below 
 

Renewable energy Grant Link 
 

If the link does not work, copy and paste the address below in your web browser. 
 

 https://rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-
energy-systems-energy-efficiency/sd 

 
 
 
         If you have any ideas on ways to help promote, grow, and improve our community, 
     Please talk to one of the board members or call Mike Scott at (605) 842-1533. 
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     Winner Area Chamber of Commerce Memberships and Board Members                                                                                  

Board of Directors  
Charli Gill 

Past President 
State of South Dakota 

(605) 840-4989 
 

Dr Brad Farley 
President 

Winner Dental Clinic 
(605) 842-0451 

 
Sarah Myers 

Vice President 
Myers Grain and Livestock, 

LLC. 

(605) 730-2031 
 

Alex Till 
Frontier Motors 
(605) 840-2373 

 
Justin Zeigler 

First Fidelity Bank 

(605) 690-5247 
 

Nick Hayes 
Winner Livestock Auction, 

LLC 

(605) 842-0451 
  

Bryce Hauf 
Winner Regional Healthcare 

(605) 842-7100 
 

Tommy Vaughn 
Grossenberg Implement 

(605) 842-2040 
 

Efrain Lopez Vazquez 
El Tapatio 

(731) 610-7915 
 

Chris Mayes 
City of Winner/ 

Elk’s Lodge 
(605) 840-1998 

 
 

 

All Inclusive Membership 
First Fidelity Bank 
Office Products Center 
Statewide Ag Insurance 
 

 
 

Platinum Membership 
Dan Clark Auction & Realty, LLC 
Edward Jones 
Grossenburgs Implement, Inc. 
Winner Dental Clinic 
Winner Family Dentistry 
Winner Physical Therapy, Inc. 
 

 

Gold Membership 
Chillies Liquor 

Mathis Farm Equipment, LLC 

 


